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KARRAKATTA CEMETERY RENEWAL PROGRAM 

Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise to place on the record my serious 
concerns about the so-called renewal process at Karrakatta Cemetery. My office has received a number of 
complaints in recent weeks, ranging from claims that families are not being properly notified when headstones are 
removed to suggestions that, in spite of government reassurances to the contrary, historically significant grave 
markers are being lost to posterity. 

One constituent, in particular, recently contacted me to alert me to the fact that her grandmother, whom the 
Governor had awarded a Mothers’ and Widows’ Badge with five bars to commemorate her sending six sons to the 
Great War and then two more to the Second World War—a Western Australian record—had had her tombstone 
removed. Her remaining family no longer have anywhere to pay their respects. This lady’s grandmother is to be 
the centrepiece of the Darkan pioneer museum and will serve as an example for generations to come, yet the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board has wiped out of existence her memorial, claiming that it was in poor condition. 
I have seen the board’s photographs of the grave, Madam President, and, to my eye, they show nothing more than 
the light weathering one might reasonably expect on a decades-old grave. 

I am aware of a number of servicemen’s graves that are also under threat, including those of 
Warrant Officer Alexander Rankin and Private C. C. Cuthbert. Both those gentlemen are commemorated in the 
Australian War Museum’s collection, yet their tombstones, neither of which, to my eye, show deterioration 
sufficient to merit their removal, are now threatened. As we prepare to mark the 100th anniversary of the Armistice, 
I frankly consider that that is a disgraceful situation for the state of Western Australia to find itself in. 

A trawl through Hansard shows that the Minister for Local Government, when he was in opposition in 2013, 
called upon the then minister to “immediately investigate this program and the removal of headstones”. He went 
on to add — 

I assure the house and the minister that I and the opposition … will pursue this issue vigorously … 

He said that on 27 June 2013, in case members are minded to check Hansard for themselves. Unfortunately, the 
urgency that the member for Mandurah felt then seems to have abated significantly in office. I am aware that the 
minister has stated more recently in the other place that the renewal process is an important one, which now has 
his support. 

I am not convinced, however, that adequate safeguards are in place to secure the heritage aspects of some graves, 
nor am I convinced that the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board is adhering to its own guidelines when it comes to the 
removal of headstones, given the lack of damage visible in the photographs that I have been shown, which were 
not taken by interested parties, but by the board itself. I am far from convinced that the board is treating the 
removed headstones in a respectful and appropriate manner. Photographs of broken grave markers discarded on 
scrubland do our community a serious disservice and are to be roundly condemned. 

Furthermore, and perhaps most worryingly, I am not convinced that the vast majority of those with relatives buried 
in Karrakatta Cemetery are aware that their plots are not owned, but are merely leased for a period of 25 years, 
with the possibility of a further extension of another 25 years thereafter. I have been told of a case in which an 
elderly lady who long outlived her husband cannot now be buried alongside him because of the passage of time 
and the plans for renewal. I have also heard of cases in which the graves of infant children, buried by grieving 
parents, are now at risk of redevelopment while those parents, now advanced in years, are still alive. 

I realise that the minister has been able to fall back on a political ploy when answering previous questions relating 
to Karrakatta; since those questions came from Liberal members, he simply accused them of backflipping and 
abandoning positions they held when they were in government. Thankfully, I am not similarly encumbered. I am 
concerned, I am shocked and I am disappointed by the evidence that has been presented to me on this issue in 
recent months, and I do not hesitate to call upon the minister and the government to halt the renewal program at 
Karrakatta until such time as a full and frank investigation can be undertaken and the public consulted on any 
future plans. I have no doubt that members of the public, if they had seen the photographs and heard the accounts 
that I have, would be appalled, and rightly so. The constituents who have approached me certainly were, and I feel 
they have every right to feel aggrieved when a government body treats them and their beloved relatives in such 
a shoddy manner. 

This state has a proud pioneer tradition and a proud record of service in all the major conflicts of the past 100 years 
and more. We cannot allow the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board to plough that reputation into the ground and leave 
it unmarked and forgotten. In conclusion, I simply paraphrase the minister’s own words from 2013 back to him: 
he should know that I—and, I would hope, every other member of this house who has constituents affected by the 
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process at Karrakatta—will continue to pursue this issue vigorously, and to that end I call upon him to immediately 
intervene and put a halt to this so-called renewal ahead of a thorough review. 
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